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States International Trade Commis-
sion, 500 E Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20436, shall show that a copy there-
of has been served upon the submitter,
and shall clearly indicate that it is a
confidential submission appeal. An ap-
peal may be made within twenty (20)
days of the approval by the Secretary
of a request for confidential treatment
or whenever the approval or denial has
not been forthcoming within ten (10)
days (excepting Saturdays, Sundays,
and Federal legal holidays) of the re-
ceipt of a confidential treatment re-
quest, unless an extension notice in
writing with the reasons therefor has
been provided the person requesting
confidential treatment.

(2) An appeal will be decided within
twenty (20) days of its receipt (except-
ing Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal
legal holidays) unless an extension no-
tice, in writing with the reasons there-
for, has been provided the person mak-
ing the appeal.

(g) Granting confidential status to busi-
ness information. Any business informa-
tion submitted in confidence and deter-
mined to be entitled to confidential
treatment shall be maintained in con-
fidence by the Commission and not dis-
closed except as required by law. In the
event that any business information
submitted to the Commission is not en-
titled to confidential treatment, the
submitter will be permitted to with-
draw the tender within five days of its
denial of confidential treatment unless
it is the subject of a request under the
Freedom of Information Act or of judi-
cial discovery proceedings. After such
five day period, the business informa-
tion deemed not entitled to confiden-
tial treatment, and not withdrawn, will
be treated as public information.

(h) Scope of provisions. The provisions
of §§201.6(b) and 201.6 (d) through (g)
shall not apply to adjudicative inves-
tigations under subchapter C, part 210,
of the Commission’s rules of practice
and procedure.

[41 FR 28951, July 14, 1976, as amended at 49
FR 32571, Aug. 15, 1984; 54 FR 13678, Apr. 5,
1989; 61 FR 37827, July 22, 1996, 68 FR 32974,
June 3, 2003]
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Subpart B—Initiation and Conduct
of Investigations

§201.7 Investigative authority and ini-
tiation of investigations.

(a) Investigative authority. In order to
expedite the performance of its func-
tions, the Commission may engage in
investigative activities preliminary to
and in aid of any authorized investiga-
tion, consolidate proceedings before it,
and determine the scope and manner of
its proceedings;

(b) Initiation of investigations. Inves-
tigations may be initiated by the Com-
mission on the Commission’s own mo-
tion, upon request of the President or
the United States Trade Representa-
tive, upon resolution of the Committee
on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives or the Committee of
Finance of the Senate, upon resolution
of either branch of Congress, or upon
application, petition, complaint, or re-
quest of private parties, as required or
provided for in the pertinent statute,
Presidential proclamation, Executive
Order, or in this chapter.

[44 FR 76476, Dec. 26, 1979, as amended at 63
FR 29351, May 29, 1998]

§201.8 Filing of documents.

(a) Applicability; where to file; date of
filing. This section applies to all Com-
mission proceedings except, notwith-
standing any other section of this
chapter, those conducted under 19
U.S.C. 1337, which are covered by re-
quirements set out in part 210 of this
chapter. Documents shall be filed at
the office of the Secretary of the Com-
mission in Washington, DC. Such docu-
ments, if properly filed within the
hours of operation specified in §201.3(c),
will be deemed to be filed on the date
on which they are actually received in
the Commission.

(b) Conformity with rules. Each docu-
ment filed with the Commission for the
purpose of initiating any investigation
shall be considered properly filed if it
conforms with the pertinent rules pre-
scribed in this chapter. Substantial
compliance with the pertinent rules
may be accepted by the Commission
provided good and sufficient reason is
stated in the document for inability to
comply fully with the pertinent rules.
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(c) Specifications for documents. Each
document filed under this chapter shall
be signed, double-spaced, clear and leg-
ible, except that a document of two
pages or less in length need not be dou-
ble-spaced. All submissions shall be in
letter-sized format (8.5 x 11 inches), ex-
cept copies of documents prepared for
another agency or a court (e.g. plead-
ings papers), and single sided. The
name of the person signing the original
shall be typewritten or otherwise re-
produced on each copy.

(d) Filing. (1) Except as provided in
paragraphs (d)(2) through (6) and (f) of
this section, all documents filed with
the Commission shall be filed elec-
tronically. Completion of filing re-
quires the submission of paper copies
by 12 noon, eastern time, on the next
business day. A paper copy provided for
in this section must be a true copy of
the electronic version of the document,
i.e., a copy that is identical in all pos-
sible respects. All filings shall comply
with the procedures set forth in the
Commission’s Handbook on Filing Pro-
cedures, which is available from the
Secretary and on the Commission’s
Electronic Document Information Sys-
tem Web site at https://edis.usitc.gov.
Failure to comply with the require-
ments of this chapter and the Hand-
book on Filing Procedures that apply
to the filing of a document may result
in the rejection of the document as im-
properly filed.

(2) Briefs, statements, responses,
comments, and requests filed pursuant
to §201.12, §201.14, §206.8, §207.15,
§207.23, §207.25, §207.28, §207.30, §207.61,
§207.62, §207.65, §207.67, or §207.68 of this
chapter shall be filed electronically
and the requisite number of true paper
copies of these documents shall be sub-
mitted to the Commission in accord-
ance with the provisions of the applica-
ble section.

(3) Petitions and requests filed under
§206.2 or §207.10 of this chapter shall be
filed in paper form and exhibits, appen-
dices, and attachments to the docu-
ments shall be filed in electronic form
on CD-ROM, DVD or other portable
electronic media approved by the Sec-
retary in accordance with the provi-
sions of the applicable section. Sub-
mitted media will be retained by the
Commission, except that media may be
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returned to the submitter if a docu-
ment is not accepted for filing.

(4) Supplementary material and wit-
ness testimony provided for under
§201.13, §207.15, or §207.24 of this chap-
ter shall be filed in paper form in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the ap-
plicable section.

(5) Certain documents filed under
§201.4 of this chapter and applications
for administrative protective orders
filed under §§206.17 and 207.7 of this
chapter shall only be filed electroni-
cally; no paper copies will be required.

(6) The Secretary may provide for ex-
ceptions and modifications to the filing
requirements set out in this chapter. A
person seeking an exception should
consult the Handbook on Filing Proce-
dures.

(7) During any period in which the
Commission is closed, deadlines for fil-
ing documents electronically and by
other means are extended so that docu-
ments are due on the first business day
after the end of the closure.

(e) Identification of party filing docu-
ment. Bach document filed with the
Commission for the purpose of initi-
ating any investigation shall show on
the first page thereof the name, ad-
dress, and telephone number of the
party or parties by whom or on whose
behalf the document is filed and shall
be signed by the party filing the docu-
ment or by a duly authorized officer,
attorney, or agent of such party. (Also,
any attorney or agent filing the docu-
ment shall give his address and tele-
phone number.) The signature of the
person signing such a document con-
stitutes a certification that he had
read the document, that to the best of
his knowledge and belief the state-
ments contained therein are true, and
that the person signing the document
was duly authorized to sign it.

(f) Nonconfidential copies. In the event
that confidential treatment of a docu-
ment is requested under §201.6(b), a
nonconfidential version of the docu-
ment shall be filed, in which the con-
fidential business information shall
have been deleted and which shall have
been conspicuously marked ‘‘noncon-
fidential” or ‘“‘public inspection.” The
nonconfidential version shall be filed
electronically, and four (4) true paper
copies shall be submitted on the same
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business day as this electronic filing,
except as provided in §206.8 or §207.3 of
this chapter. In the event that con-
fidential treatment is not requested for
a document under §201.6(b), the docu-
ment shall be conspicuously marked
“No confidential version filed,” and the
document shall be filed in accordance
with paragraph (d) of this section. The
name of the person signing the original
shall be typewritten or otherwise re-
produced on each copy.

(g) Cover sheet. When making a paper
filing, parties must complete the cover
sheet on-line at http://edis.usitc.gov and
print out the cover sheet for submis-
sion to the Office of the Secretary with
the paper filing. For documents that
are filed electronically, parties must
complete the cover sheet for such filing
on-line at htip:/edis.usitc.gov at the
time of the electronic filing. The party
submitting the cover sheet is respon-
sible for the accuracy of all informa-
tion contained in the cover sheet, in-
cluding, but not limited to, the secu-
rity status and the investigation num-
ber, and must comply with applicable
limitations on disclosure of business
proprietary information or confidential
information under §201.6 and §§206.8,
206.17, 207.3, and 207.7 of this chapter.

[41 FR 17710, Apr. 27, 1976, as amended at 49
FR 32571, Aug. 15, 1984; 56 FR 11922, Mar. 21,
1991; 67 FR 68037, Nov. 8, 2002; 68 FR 32974,
June 3, 2003; 76 FR 61941, Oct. 6, 2011]

§201.9 Methods employed in obtaining
information.

In obtaining information necessary
to carry out its functions and duties,
the Commission may employ any
means authorized by law. In general,
the Commission obtains pertinent in-
formation from its own files, from
other agencies of the Government,
through questionnaires and cor-
respondence, through field work by
members of the Commission’s staff,
and from testimony and other informa-
tion presented at the hearings.

[27 FR 12118, Dec. 7, 1962, as amended at 44
FR 76476, Dec. 26, 1979]

§201.10 Public notices.

As appropriate, notice of the receipt
of documents properly filed, of the in-
stitution of investigations, of public
hearings, and of other formal actions of
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the Commission will be given by publi-
cation in the FEDERAL REGISTER. In ad-
dition to such publication, a copy of
each notice will be posted at the Office
of the Secretary to the Commission in
Washington, DC, and, as appropriate,
copies will be sent to press associa-
tions, trade and similar organizations
of producers and importers, and others
known to have an interest in the sub-
ject matter.

[63 FR 29347, May 29, 1998]

§201.11 Appearance in an investiga-
tion as a party.

(a) Who may appear as a party. Any
person may apply to appear in an in-
vestigation as a party, either in person
or by representative, by filing an entry
of appearance with the Secretary. Each
entry of appearance shall state briefly
the nature of the person’s reason for
participating in the investigation and
state the person’s intent to file briefs
with the Commission regarding the
subject matter of the investigation.
The Secretary shall promptly deter-
mine whether the person submitting
the entry of appearance has a proper
reason for participating in the inves-
tigation. In any investigation con-
ducted under part 207 of this chapter,
industrial users, and if the merchan-
dise under investigation is sold at the
retail level, representative consumer
organizations, will be deemed to have a
proper reason for participating in the
investigation. If it is found that a per-
son does not have a proper reason for
participating in the investigation, that
person shall be so notified by the Sec-
retary and shall not be entitled to ap-
pear in the investigation as a party. A
person found to have a proper reason
for participating in the investigation
shall be permitted to appear in the in-
vestigation as a party, and acceptance
of such person’s entry of appearance
shall be signified by the Secretary’s in-
clusion of such person on the service
list established pursuant to paragraph
(d) of this section.

(b) Time for filing. (1) Except in the
case of investigations conducted under
part 207 of this chapter, each entry of
appearance shall be filed with the Sec-
retary not later than twenty-one (21)
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